Outdoor Water Sprinkling Policy

Purpose:  The following policy addresses the conditions under which outdoor water sprinkling will be allowed in the City of Brookfield.

Background: The City of Brookfield water utility provides potable water to properties in the City.  Water is critical to the life, health, safety and welfare of the community.  This municipal water source is limited in its capacity and can be stressed during periods of dry weather, mechanical failure of the wells/pumps or other emergency.  Accordingly, the Utility should identify conditions when water should be conserved so that critical needs can be met during these periods.   Outdoor water sprinkling activities such as sprinkling water on lawns, gardens, shrubs, trees, and other vegetation, washing vehicles or structures and filling swimming pools are not considered a critical need.  

Applicability of this Outdoor Water Sprinkling Policy:  These outdoor water sprinkling regulations apply to all properties in the City, whether on private wells or the municipal system.  These restrictions are in force year round and considered the standard restrictions for outdoor water sprinkling.  
Outdoor Water Sprinkling Allowed:  Outdoor water sprinkling is allowed by properties with even numbered addresses on even numbered days of the year and by properties with odd numbered addresses on odd numbered days of the year before 9 a.m. and after 6 p.m. on the designated day.

Outdoor Water Sprinkling Restrictions:  Outdoor water sprinkling may be further restricted as determined by the Director of Public Works or his designee based on the need to conserve water resulting from dry conditions, mechanical failure of the wells/pumps or other emergency.  The Director of Public Works or his designee shall report these conditions and any additional outdoor water sprinkling restrictions imposed therefrom to the Water and Sewer Board as soon as possible.  The Director of Public Works or his designee shall also have the authority to lift the additional outdoor water sprinkling restrictions when conditions warrant.  

Exceptions:  The Utility will allow exceptions to the standard outdoor water sprinkling restrictions if the property owner contacts the Utility to describe the condition for which an exception is sought and if the request fits into the following categories:

· watering of newly established lawns, shrubs, or trees,

· irrigation of crops necessary to prevent the loss thereof,

· commercial car washes that recycle their water,

· golf courses that draw water from on-site retention ponds.

In addition, the Utility will allow exceptions to the standard outdoor water sprinkling restrictions if the request fits into the following categories.  Notification of the Utility is not necessary for these activities.

· hand watering of plants with sprinkling can or attended hose,

· hand washing of residential vehicles (no continuous running of hose),

· recreational use such as children running through a sprinkler.

Notification of Outdoor Water Sprinkling Restrictions:  The Director of Public Works or his designee shall contact the media to inform the residents of additional outdoor water sprinkling restrictions imposed and the reason for imposing said restrictions.  

This policy shall be reviewed every three years beginning in December, 2004.
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