Water Conservation Coalition
April 3 Meeting Synopsis
The meeting opened with a report from the residential subgroup of all the activities that had taken place with the Water Challenge.  The results of the challenge were announced at the Water Wise conference.  The winner had donated back her $500 prize to sponsor a water conservation contest among elementary schools.  To be able to accept donations and award prizes, a bank account was opened through Waukesha State Bank.  We also had to have an address, so a post office box was also opened and cards have been printed with the address and web address on them.  We received some great coverage of the event from the Gus Tour and newspapers as well as a radio program that Nancy and Helen (one of the contest participants) participated in.
The business subgroup then recapped their activities including the Wisconsin State Restaurant Expo.  We were invited to have a display in the Green Pavilion at the Expo and were also given two presentation times.  For the event, table tents were printed as well as a tri-fold brochure and the web site made it live with lots of information aimed specifically at restaurants.  After some discussion, it was decided that we need to check the web version of the table tent and make sure it is in a format that restaurants could customize.  

The rain barrel group noted that the school district continues to prepare to make rain barrels.  Their kick-off event will be Saturday, May 30th at the Spring City Garden Club plant sale.  We are in the process of gathering information and photos from rain barrel sources so that we can put together a rain barrel brochure.  We also had a rain barrel in the coverage received on the Gus Tour.  

Jack Bode reported that we are waiting for an answer from his associate at Godfrey and Kahn regarding our 501 (c) 3 status.  He will pursue it further. 
Joe Piatt mentioned that there had been a subgroup of different water utilities.  The group had only met once, but he felt there was an opportunity there that we should pull the group together again.  He also mentioned the pharmaceuticals disposal efforts.  He will continue to be involved in the disposal efforts and will keep the group up to date.

There was a brief discussion of what efforts the group should undertake next.  Several mentioned opportunities include working with the Water Star program, planning for the next Water Wise conference and joining the Chamber of Commerce.  For the business group specifically, the possibility of hosting webinars as well as awards were mentioned.  The residential group should look to doing education about brown lawns and have some sort of brown lawn contest or campaign. 

Fay Amerson mentioned that if we were concerned about potentially losing the services provided by Andy Yencha that we should speak up in support of his position.  Andy mentioned that extension is working on it and letters of support could be faxed to Ken Jenskow at 608-262-2031.  
Nancy Quirk mentioned that the Water Efficiency Seminar will be held April 21st in Pleasant Prairie.  Details will be forwarded to everyone via e-mail.

The next meeting date was scheduled for July 17th at 8:30 am. 

